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always disliked the idea of mere imitation. In his attempt
to revive and encourage the spirit of the village com-
munity, however, he has done no more than what every
British administrator would like to accomplish. India is
a country of villages; each village is a self-contained unit.
Self-government, though not equipped with all the
modern machinery of recorded votes and ballot-boxes,
of platform oratory and franchise qualifications, was by
no means unknown in ancient India, and the village
Councils were at once the best example and perhaps the
only, if rather moribund, survival of the old economy.1
By degrees their influence had decreased. There was no
conscious or deliberate weakening. The powers of the
village Councils did not, as some have thought, languish
owing to any passion for centralization, nor because of
any particular system of land settlement. It was rather
the inevitable outcome of economic and political forces
that brought their strength to weakness. New depart-
ments were formed and became more and more highly
organized; roads, railways, and the improved means of
transport enabled the officers to get to closer grips with
the villages; as the country progressed, arid with it the
material wanted by the rulers to administer it, the gap
between the educated and the illiterate classes grew wider;
administration became at once more complicated and
more efficient; the Courts of Justice were purified, and
a highly developed system of law took the place of more
primitive decisions; the introduction of a more modern
plan of local self-government replaced the village Council

1 Professor Jayaswal has learnedly shown that true republics existed in ancient
times. He cites Megasthenes: 'They.,. report everything to the Kinjj where the
people have a King, and to the Magistrates where the people arc self-governed/
This has been interpreted to refer to villages, but the Professor points out that
the Greeks knew well enough what a true republic was, and Megasthencs, who
was no lightning tourist, is not likely to have made a mistake. But the republic
rose, fell, and disappeared: the village unit has existed From immemorial time and
still exists. (Jayaswal, Hindu Po/tty> vol. i> p. 63.)